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G ary “Pete” Peterson, age 75, of Fort Myers, FL, passed away on August 12, 2021

at the VA Medical Center in Milwaukee, WI after a brief battle with gastric
cancer.

He was born on June 28, 1946 in Waupaca, WI to parents Edward J. and Doris J.

(Nelson) Peterson. He was baptized and confirmed at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Waupaca, WI. After graduation in 1964 from Waupaca High School, Pete proudly

served in combat with the 13th Artillery in Vietnam from 1965-67. On August 19,
1972, he married JoAnne Becherer of Colby, WI and they resided for many years in

Brookfield, WI.

Pete was active with the American Legion Post #449 of Elm Grove and was Post
Commander from 1996-97. He loved traveling with his family domestically, to the

Caribbean, and Europe. Spending time boating and playing cards at his Dake Lake
cottage on the Chain O’Lakes was a favorite summer pastime. As an avid

outdoorsman, Pete spent many years deer, duck and pheasant hunting in the woods

around Waupaca and South Dakota. He looked forward to annual fishing trips to
Canada with a group from Waupaca and their exploits were documented in the

Waupaca County Post for many years. He enjoyed numerous sports and attended the
Packer’s Ice Bowl and Badger’s Rose Bowl. Pete was employed by the Milwaukee

Road, Soo Line, and Canadian Pacific Railroads for over 30 years.
Upon retirement Pete moved to Fort Myers, FL where he enjoyed playing golf,

walking the beach, and having a cold beer with friends. He had a gregarious

personality and loved to socialize and meet people from all walks of life.
Pete will be dearly missed by his daughter, Dr. Nicole ( Jeff Berrens) Peterson of

Whitefish Bay, WI; grandsons James and Jack Berrens; sister Carol Wutkevicz of
Appleton, WI; and nieces Kelly Peterson, Jodi Young, and Keri Joslin. He was

preceded in death by his parents Eddie and Doris.
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Visitation will be on Friday, August 20, 2021 from 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm at Holly

Funeral Home in Waupaca followed by a graveside service at the Central Wisconsin
Veterans Memorial Cemetery in King, WI with full military honors.
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Memorial Visitation

A. J. Holly & Sons (Waupaca)

526 S. Main St, Waupaca WI 54981

Cemetery Details

Central Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery

N2665 County Road QQ, King WI 54946
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Friday, August 20, 2021

12:30 PM - 2:30 PM CT
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Anonymous sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Peterson family.

August 18 at 3:26 PM

MC Michelle Constantine sent a Gracious Lavender Basket to the Peterson family.

August 17 at 11:42 AM

KA

Jen Garman October 3 at 10:25 AM

Vic and I enjoyed Pete’s company at Rusty’s in Ft Myers. He is missed.

Kathy sent a virtual gift in honor of Gary.

I met Gary 50 years ago when I moved to Waupaca to work at King. He was part

of a large group that frequented JR's and over the years we usually managed to

reconnect with him on visits back to Waupaca on vacation. He was a also a part

of Many Lakeman Oldtimer games over the years. Hope he is enjoying a cold

one with JR and Larry. With prayers and sympathy, Kathy Boksa

August 16 at 1:13 PM

JG

RL Robert Laforce shared an album called Fort Myers Golf.

August 15 at 11:40 AM
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RL Robert Laforce shared a photo to the Fort Myers Golf album. August 15 at 11:40 AM

Memories
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Gary by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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